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Spring CTSA Program Meeting Evaluations

Positive Themes

ÅPresentations from Dr. Kurilla and 
NCATS leadership were well received

ÅCLIC/Common Metrics presentations 
were helpful

ÅLinking the meeting with ACTS/DTF 
meetings helped participation in both 
meetings and created synergy

Areas of Improvement

ÅInclude DTF updates 

ÅVote on topics/ put out a call for 
presentations

ÅMore networking/ Roundtable 
discussions/ Smaller groups to 
share best practices

ÅEngage audience/ polling

ÅOffer best practices presentations

Results: 276 Registered ï79 evaluations collected (29% response rate)

Questions: "Agree (3)" or 

"Strongly Agree (4)"

This meeting covered topics I found valuable. 68.83%

This meeting addressed my expectations. 71.05%

There was adequate networking time 

allotted.

66.23%

On a scale of 1 ς10, please rate the meeting overall: 

(1 = lowest rating, 10 = highest rating)

1 ς4 15 of 74 (20.27%)

5 ς6 10 of 74 (13.51%)

7 ς10 49 of 74 (66.21%)

Overall Meeting Average Score 6.78



Agenda 

Open Discussion on the following topics:

¶ Continued discussion: Reflections on the 2013 IOM Report on the 
Program 

¶ Decision Making:Role of interest groups, i.e. Administrators 

¶ Funding Opportunity feedback: What worked?What did not work?

¶ Bidirectional communication: How to encourage the use of the suggestion 
box
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It struck me that the recent CTSA PI meeting was pleasant enough but too short to really be useful. Or 
put another way - the travel time and expense was not optimally leveraged with productivity.
It seems that perhaps it is time to untie the ACTS meeting from the CTSA consortium activities.
The ACTS meetings have their value and their place, but it is inappropriate how the meetings were 
held last week.
E.g., we had a "PI meeting" attended by PI's and administrators and KL2 and TL1 leads for 4 hours. It 
was functionally a meeting where reports were presented. Some people flew in exclusively for that 
meeting. Very nice snacks were provided.
The next day there were some DTF meetings for ~3 hours with breakfast.
The administrators and evaluators had to register for the ACTS meeting to be able to meet and they 
did not get breakfast or snacks until two people chipped in to buy them food (a CTSA and a non-CTSA 
institution).
The optics of bloviating (for lack of a better word) PI's getting free breakfast and no registration fees 
while the administrators pay registration fees and get no breakfast was unfortunate.
My proposal is that the CTSA Steering Committee should take control of our meetings to ensure that 
the right people are meeting for the right reason at the right time in the context of a CTSA meeting.
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Thank you! 

Next call: June 11, 2:30 ς4:00



The 2013 IOM Report and 2014 NCATS 
Council Working Group Report

Retrospectives and Moving Forward

Christopher P. Austin, M.D.

Director, NCATS

CTSA Program Steering Committee Meeting

April 18, 2018
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